 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 6th MAY 2026

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Phillips, Johnson (Chairman), Prichard, 
Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

Members of the public – 4

2026.9	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

A resident raised concern about the speed of traffic in the lanes due to the closure of Dinah’s Hollow.  Cllr. Phillips advised that speed checks are being carried out but not able to carry one out at Hillside as the Police unable to nominate a suitable area to use for monitoring.  However, cars that would be speeding at Hillside would probably have  been  caught by the speed checks further down the respective lanes.    DC have tried to get sat nav systems to change their directions.  

The Chairman advised that DC is due to carry out a review of the temporary speed limits that have been imposed and they recognise that the 20 mph limits should probably be removed on the A350.   He also advised that traffic accidents have occurred elsewhere in the Parish including ZZ hill.  The residents felt that the situation will only get worse in the summer months.  Cllr. Phillips said he would push  for more police presence in the Parish.  
  
2026.10           APOLOGIES 

Cllrs. Somper, Walsh, Dann, Sturgess, Sampson

2026.11  MINUTES  OF THE LAST MEETING

Approved with no amendments.  		

2026.12	MATTERS ARISING 

None

	2026.13  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  Cllr. Webber  would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2026.14 	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2026.15       DORSET COUNCILLOR  REPORT   

Previously circulated.  

2026.16       RISK ASSESSMENTS 


Previously circulated.  New defib now installed and working.  SIDs – The Chairman is in communication with DC about moving them on a regular basis.   Cllr. Webber suggested one could go at Hillside to monitor speed limits.  Cllr. Phillips said that the Police have to approve where they go. Can Cllr.  Somper help on this issue?

All other assets in order.  
           
2026.17  FINANCE REPORT

Payments to be minuted – Gallagher Insurance £490.39, DAPTC annual subscription £467.15, Motley £1554.00, Prodigy £14.74 for May.  

Cllr. Phillips questioned what does the PC get for the DAPTC subscription – these were outlined and agreed to renew.  

Changes to website have now been implemented.  Councillors to install their PC e mail addresses.  

                    
2026.18 REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

The traffic direction  at Hillside on to the A350 to be added to the Road Safety  Plan.  (Cllr. Phillips said he has mentioned this to the Police). Also, the signage issues at Cherry Orchard added to the Plan.  

Cllr. Phillips reported that drilling for the test  soil nails has started in the Hollow.  Grouting from the drilling going into the waterways.  Drainage ongoing – different pipes and conduits being found.  At attempted break-in to the works compound took place but unable to gain full access.  Haul road in place.  
                
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston outlined current applications.  The Chairman advised that the agricultural barn alongside the Melbury Motors site was seeking change to general commercial use He felt this was in order and would not have any effect to the road.  It will bring it in line with the rest of the site and also offer employment.

P/MPO/2026/02418 – Saxon Grange – DC’s wish to change the Section 106 payment is a concern – to ask Cllr. Somper to ascertain what this is all about.  It is being reported that the housing is being sold to Manchester Housing Association so what is the purpose of stating houses are being built for local residents?  The Chairman felt that the PC must have a say in this matter as these properties are within this parish.  

A resident has raised concern abut a sign that appears when an exhibition is being held at Cann Farm.  Traffic issues are of concern and also does this merit a change of use?  Cllr Somper to investigate.  

Saxon Way – speed limit – Shaftesbury TC putting in 30 mph and Cllr. Prichard to add to Road Safety Plan.  

c. Guys Marsh  

Building has started.  


d.  Footpaths and Trees 

A footpath to link Saxon Way to New Lane is being investigated by a resident.  The Chairman and Cllr. Weston have met with him.  He needs to create a demand for it is a very expensive plan  and if he can obtain enough interest in it then he was requested to bring it to the PC for discussion.  

Persimmons have granted £75,000 for footpaths at Saxon Grange – the resident is seeking a different routing to that being proposed by the developers.  

The Chairman advised that as some of the stiles in the Parish are difficult for older people to use a grant might be available (50%)  to change the stiles to an opening version.  A list could  be prepared of stiles that would benefit from this change.  Footpath Officer DC would arrange for their installation. Cllr. Prichard felt some common sense as to be applied to this as to what is actually practical.   The Chairman felt it would be good to get people out walking and that alongside some of the stiles there could be a map of the footpath itself to assist.  

		
e. DAPTC Committee

Poor attendance at current webinar.    

f.  Emergency Resilience 

Cllr. Phillips advised that work has started on this and a draft plan being prepared for discussion with DAPTC.  Have to list  residents that could be vulnerable and identify the resources needed overall.  

  2026.19  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

5k  run recently held.  Car meets occurring.  

b. Village Hall

Recent call out to the police as  illegal activity taking place in the car park.  Gates to be costed quotes outstanding.  Insurance for Village Hall increased quite considerably this year.  New treasurer appointed.  Revenue increased YOY.   
 
2026.20  COMMUNICATIONS

The Annual Meeting on the 3rd June was discussed with regard to format – local organisations in attendance along with councillors.    A village What’s App group discussed.  

Boundary Review occurring.  
 
2026.21  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

None
			
2026.22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

3rd June Annual Meeting
5th August bi-monthly PC meeting 

Meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
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