

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL  on 3rd APRIL  2024 

In attendance: Cllrs. Webber (Chair), Coombes,  Weston,  Phillips,  Dann,  Sturgess, Hughes, Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

2 members of the public and 
‘This is Alfred’ in attendance

Cllr. Somper 
	 
2023.94	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM   

No questions raised. 

2023.95	APOLOGIES 

Cllrs. Sampson, Prichard.

2023.96	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 		
Minutes of the previous meeting read and approved with one amendment  -  reference Dinah’s Hollow – no DNA of newt found to date 


2023.97	MATTERS ARISING 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to be rescheduled to 12th June, 7.30 p.m. to accommodate a speaker that the Chairman has approached with regard to archaeology in Cann.  


2023.98   REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	 	   	 	 
2023.99	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2023.100	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Report previously circulated  to members.  Cllr. Somper also advised verbally that the Ecological Report reference Dinah’s Hollow is completed and the final report is being prepared and should be available late Spring/early Summer.  
          
2023.101     FINANCE REPORT

No cheques to be reported.  Balances Treasurers account £17,244, Bank account £5853.  Post Office Account £2608.  Final accounts for the year will be submitted for approval at the May meeting.  

2023.102    SPREAD EAGLE MAGAZINE 

Clerk to ascertain costs to have digital version of above put on to the PC website.  

2023.103   REVIEW OF DATA BREACH POLICY AND GDPR SECURITY COMPLIANCE 

Previously circulated to councillors.  No changes and approved.  


2023.104   DINAH’S HOLLOW 

Cllr. Phillips surprised that the Ecological report is still not available.   Holes in the road from West Lane onwards  still not repaired.  The Chairman reminded the meeting that if they wanted to see potentially what Dinah’s Hollow will look like after the soil nailing work then  look at the same exercise  that has been conducted on the river bank at Sturminster Newton.  Cllr. Hughes pointed out that DC have only one strategic partner and expert  so the solution  being offered will be the same regardless.  Also, this is not value for members of the public.  Cllr. Weston felt there was a big difference between the river bank and Dinah’s Hollow so the overall appearance for Dinah’s Hollow will be even more stark.  Cllr. Hughes said they need to call in more experts for Dinah’s Hollow – soil nails only have 100 years life – the existing trees on the banks at Dinah’s Hollow in some cases are over 150 years old!  

 A member of the public said that trees cannot be planted back where soil nails go.  He said that DC quote this on their website reference work at Durweston.  


2023.105   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory

Cllr. Phillips advised that the hole by the Sturkel as not been filled in as a neighbour complained that the proposed works would block their visibility splay.  Stones put around it now a bigger issue.  Cllr. Phillips to follow up in due course.  

Cllr. Hughes outlined the Parish Road Safety Plan – a copy given to each councillor.  If councillors wish to make any changes to wording to submit to Clerk by the end of April.  Cllr. Hughes suggested that it goes on to the website and is sent to Jack Wiltshire, Head of Fire Brigade, and  Chief Constable.

Cllr. Somper asked if she could share with councils on the A350.   Cllr. Hughes in agreement as joining forces should help  to put pressure on DC but that clearly money was limited.   She  advised that Compton Abbas is going to start a Speed Watch and that all could share information.  Cllr. Phillips advised that he  is already in contact with Speed Watch Groups on the A350 and that the Group  in this Parish was the first in the area.  

The Chairman concerned about the state of the roads at Guys Marsh due to the construction travel using the local roads.  Cllr. Somper advised that the Chairman needs to speak to Jack Wiltshire about subsequent repairs.  

Cllr. Hughes felt that the  advisory one-way system between the C13 and A350 should be scrapped as the sign  that was going to be erected at the bottom of Dinah’s Hollow has proved not to work.  HGVs should be encouraged to go elsewhere and not through the A350 corridor.  

The Parish Council has received a reply to its recent letter to Jack Wiltshire.  It was agreed that Cllr. Hughes drafts  a letter to Mr. Wiltshire suggesting that DC should not  be  relying on just one expert for the solution to the issues at Dinah’s Hollow.

A member of the public pointed out that when Mr. Wiltshire attended the last meeting he did not know the cost of the sign that failed at the bottom of Dinah’s Hollow.  The member of the public was concerned about this as the information is readily accessible.  Cllr. Hughes replied that he had attended the PC meeting unprepared and that it was worthwhile  and that his predecessors refused to attend.  
            
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston gave an update.  Lydford Farm – repeat application to build five houses.  
Apple Tree Farm, White Pit Lane, application to regularise current position.
Foots Hill – 12 solar panels – site potentially could be seen from Spread Eagle Hill.  Cllrs. Phillips and Weston to investigate.  

No news from Persimmon regarding an update on proposed planning application south of the A30.  Clerk to  raise with DC.  
Application A350 has  been granted on appeal.  Cllr. Somper not aware nor PC.  

Clerk to chase DC regarding  situation regarding Section 106 monies.  

c.  Guys Marsh

Car park nearly finished.  Cost £4m.  Question of gates being considered.  Footpath tarmacked.  

d. Footpaths and Trees

Nothing to report 

e. DAPTC Committee 

Being updated on a regular basis regarding forthcoming elections.  Cllr. Hughes will not be restanding.  Thanks extended to him by the Chairman and fellow colleagues  for all his work particularly on road issues.   The Chairman reminded councillors that straight after the election they will need to submit expenses form even if  a nil return.  

2023.106  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 

A  draft of the plan has been sent  for a health check to Locality, which was completed this month, so now  in the process of revising the plan based on the results, as well as making some other minor edits. 

The plan will require a Habitat Regulations Assessment that Dorset Council will carry out.   The consultant is  in liaison with them about expediting this  in order to  submit the plan for formal examination as soon as possible. 


2023.107   REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Cllr. Sturgess advised that has not received any complaints to date.  Airfield runway very wet.  Only been 5 flying days since Xmas.  New manager starts in May.  Restaurant closed until late April.  Airshow now considering somewhere nearer than Claysmore for parking.  He considers it will re-open for the public – and agreed that a lot of money being spent on upgrading.  

           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

No update.  New committee now in situ.  PC custodian trustees of the Village Hall.  Village Hall Management Committee need to be  made aware of the relation with regard to the village hall and the PC.  


2023.108  COMMUNICATIONS

The Chairman has circulated to the Council the Sustainable Strategy Plan that Shaftesbury  TC has adopted.  Councillor Somper said that DC have a similar plan.  The Chairman felt that the PC could adopt something similar later.  

The neighbour complaint is being investigated by DC.  Cllr. Somper aware that PCs are not kept in the picture with regard to investigations being carried out by Environmental Health.  

Cllr. Phillips to attend a AONB Forum.  


2023.109 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Parish Road Safety Plan

			
2023.93  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

8.5.24 – AGM and bi monthly meeting


Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 
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