

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 3rd APRIL 2025

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Coombes, Walsh, Phillips, Sturgess, Prichard,  Dann. Johnson Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

Cllr. Somper 	  (part-time) 

One member of the public  

2024.90	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  

Litter pick taking place on the 6th April.  Volunteers required.  

2024.91          APOLOGIES 

Councillor Sampson  

DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT

Cllr. Somper advised that at the recent Airfield Consultation meeting it was advised that the Airshow will not be taking place this year.  Focus is on hospitality and more localised events in the form of 2/3 big weekend events  spaced out over the year.  Compton Abbas PC have withdrawn their objection to the re-siting of the footpath that currently goes over the airfield.  

Alterations to Gore Clump – revised plan is being prepared and once to hand there will be consultation.  

Family Hub open Sturminster Newton.  Proposing to close day services in Shaftesbury which means the only facilities will be in Sturminster Newton but there is no bus service to there.  
Chairman expressed his concern about the removal of  these links.  

Emergency meeting at DC last week to extend time to pay back debt extended from 25 years to 40 years – although this is yet to be approved by auditors.  

The Chairman referred to document issued by DC Findings on Key Policy Issues   - and one idea is that PCs are merged with towns and take on bigger financial remits from the DC.   To be circulated to all councillors to  read.     It was felt that this was disappointing suggestion  in that a lot of PCs undertake very important local  duties.  

Cllr. Weston concerned about lack of reporting from Planning.  Cllr. Somper advised that she does not get essential information now and that overall, this is only going to get worse with  the relaxation of planning laws.  
New chief executive appointed DC  - Dr. Catherine Howe. 


2024.92	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
 		
Minutes of the  Feb  meeting  read and approved.

2024.93	MATTERS ARISING 

Cllr. Phillps asked:--

1.  Update on road names for Persimmon estate – no update received
2. Resiting of SIDS – Cllr. Johnson to research
3. Track at Cannfield Farm  - advised that advice is being sought as to whether planning application is required for this.
4. Speed Watch – Cann Common – Cllr. Phillips has contacted the residents that were interested in being part of Speed Watch but as yet no further response.  
	  
2024.94  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2024.95	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2024.96	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

See earlier.
           
2024.97  FINANCE REPORT


Payments to be minuted – DD Prodigy £14.40 for April services. Lloyds £5.25 for services, A. Kaile reimbursement of cost to Prodigy £44.1.60 ,DD Prodigy March £14.40

Balances Current account £14,462, Savings £5920, PO £2608.  


The PC agreed to pay 50%  for the new bottle washer at the Village Hall £500 plus £300 towards the VE celebrations.  

Cost to put the SE magazine on to PC website would be £25 plus VAT with either Clerk  or someone else on the PC doing it going forward.   Agreed to proceed.  

Notice board Cann Common damaged – Councillor Johnson to investigate.  

Electronic banking to be investigated again.  

VE Celebrations – Cllr. Johnson has organised with NT   Health and Safety Plan in place – gas beacon to be lit on 8.5.25 9.30 p.m.  First Aid to be put in place – Cllr Johnson organising.  
Celebrations at Village Hall on 5th May.  

  
2024.99   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

Cllr. Prichard  to contact Jack Wiltshire to follow up on the Road Safety Plan.   

Proposed alterations to Gore Clump – NT not aware of current developments – they will contact DC direct.  

Cllr. Phillips advised that  Dinah’s Hollow closed 29 and 30th April for ecological surveys to be conducted.  More topographic work being undertaken including drainage plans.  
               
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston gave update.  

1. Extension to property Glyn Close – in order
2. Bown Hill alterations – in order
3. Melbury Beacon View – in order
4. Cannfield Farm – new track – in order
5. Lakeside – storage – in order
6. Church Farm, Foyle Hill – in order – however issue with footpath at this property 
7.  The Winery – object "This site received considerable  grant aid for industrial use for the specific business of wine production. "
8.  Melbury Vale – biomass – in order 






c.  Guys Marh  

No information as to when building might recommence.  


d. Footpaths and Trees 

Stile at the top of DH going over to Cann Common in poor condition  - Cllr. Weston to take up. 

Footpath White Pit Lane to C13  - very deep mud in places.
Church footpath poor condition.

		
e. DAPTC Committee
f. 
Chairman unable to access the last committee meeting.  


2024.100  NHP

Has now been formally submitted to DC.  


  2024.101 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Cllr. Sturgess attended recent Airfield Consultation Meeting  and added to Cllr. Somper’s report earlier that airshow cancelled this year because it was felt there would be insufficient support to make it viable.  Spitfire flying to continue.  Compton Abbas Action Group still in existence.  
Two consultation meetings a year going forward.  


           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

Village Hall doing well with lots of various events taking place.  Millennium Group to merge with Village Hall.  


	
2024.102 COMMUNICATIONS

Saxon Grange – access path and play area – Cllr. Weston circulated photos to councillors – poor design and quality.  To complain to Shaftesbury TC and to Persimmon.

The Chairman is organising 6 monthly reviews on issues with Shaftesbury TC.  

Ideas required for the Annual Meeting 4th June.


2024.103 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Format for June meeting
SIDS
Notice Board Cann 
			
2024.104 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

7th May AGM and bi- monthly meeting.  Meeting will start at 7 p.m.

Meeting closed 9.45  p.m.
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