

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 6th August 2025 

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Coombes, Phillips, Johnson, Prichard, 
Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

Three members of the public  
“This is Alfred”

2025.23	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

The Editor of the SE magazine thanked the PC for its contribution towards the publication and those who help to deliver the same.  He advised that he would be retiring as Editor summer 2026 and that now a replacement will be sought.  The Chairman thanked him for all of his work to make it a first-class magazine.

A member of the public pointed out the difficulties experienced by residents living on the C13 in Melbury Abbas during the recent closure of the A350.  Residents could not get out of their properties for hours in some cases.  Cllr. Somper has been advised as to the issues but as yet no reply received.   

A representative of  a sub-committee of Shaftesbury TC working on the Dorset Natural Recovery Strategy outlined their aims to have nature corridors between the villages surrounding Shaftesbury, and linking to Shaftesbury.  Called the ‘Green Wheel’ hedges is one way to achieve this aim – the Great Big Dorset Hedge Network is one of the groups working  with this overall aim.  

The Chairman pointed out that there are various “green” elements already in this Parish with the overgrown Common providing a natural corridor and the presence of organic farming.  It was pointed out how does  the removal of trees in Dinah’s Hollow fit with this DC incentive?  The Government has set a target to stop nature reduction by 2030!  
  
2025.24        APOLOGIES 

Councillors Dann, Walsh, Sturgess, Sampson,  County Councillor J. Somper.  

2025.25	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
 		
Minutes of the  May meetings  read and approved.

2025.26	MATTERS ARISING 

None

	2025.27  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2025.28	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2025.29      UPDATE ON SAXON GRANGE 

Footpaths have been reconstructed to a higher standard.  Fencing issue is  still outstanding.  
It was agreed that the volume of complaints about the issues have helped to make these changes happen.  The new development being proposed currently under discussion does not show any of the commercial aspects in the original application.  	

2025.30	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT

This has been previously circulated to members.    
           
2025.31  FINANCE REPORT

It was agreed to close the PO account and transfer monies to the bank interest account as dealing with the PO has become too difficult.

Internal audit was all in order with one recommendation – that some monies are transferred from the current account to the interest account.  

Cheques to be minuted -  Donation cheques – St Thomas £100, CAB £100, Air Ambulance £200, Salary Clerk £761.63 current ¼, Midnight Services £468.20, Bank  charges June to July £4.75, Prodigy IT for June £14.74.  Balances PO £2608, Bank Access A/c £5941, Cheque A/c £18129.  

Chairman liaising with Valecraft re siting of new notice boards.    To be installed by the Autumn.  

Chairman speaking to Nat West about possible transfer of PC accounts to them.                           
                    
2025.32   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

Resiting of SIDS – Cllr. Johnson to discuss with DC.   Cllr. Phillips asked if the batteries on the SIDS are recharging.  

Cllr. Prichard is liaising with Tony Burden DC with regard to the speed limits changes proposed in the recent Road Safety Plan for the Parishes.  Mr. Burden is asking for more information on actual speeds and is stating that monies required from the PC of £295 plus VAT for the first request and £200 plus VAT for those thereafter – as a form of commitment.  Cllr. Johnson asked does this mean would DC would actually do anything after these checks are carried out and it is shown that speed restrictions are required?  Cllr. Phillips asked what do they actually mean by road speed survey? 

This cost was agreed in principle but action would be expected if speed is occurring.  However, the first step would be that village speed team would carry out surveys first before commitment to DC.

Cllr. Prichard asked for more information on how  residents coped with the recent closure of the A350.  He said he had a poor response back from Jack Wiltshire (DC) – Cllr. Prichard to follow through.  

The recent events highlight the issues that could be  relevant when the actual works starts in Dinah’s Hollow and as yet DC have not addressed this issue.  The Chairman asked if Cllr. Prichard could write up something for the SE on this issue and then follow up with a meeting to activate dialogue with DC.    

The question of a one-way system in Melbury Abbas  is under discussion – Cllr. Phillips to follow up with DC.  Also, a linked traffic light system.  

Gore Clump – Cllr. Prichard does not feel that the proposals from DC are totally correct – it is not what the PC put into the Road Safety Plan.  Cllr. Phillips thinks it is a  step on from their original proposal,

Cllr. Weston concerned about sight lines leaving Glyn Close on the western side and from  the top of  Foots Hill on the southern side.   
                 
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston outlined the current plans considered.  Foots Hill, Laurel Cottage, Captains, another gateway, Whitings Farm – new house to be built.  Lakeside now much tidier.  

c. Guys Marsh  

 No construction started as yet.

d. Footpaths and Trees 

Cllr. Johnson advised that he and the landowner are removing some dead elms off the lower end of Church Bank during the road closures.  
		
e. DAPTC Committee

An action briefing to be sent to all councillors by the Clerk 

2025.33    NHP

Some questions raised by the Inspector which William Kenealy has replied to.  

  2025.34  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

No report

b. Village Hall and Millennium Group

Staging being removed shortly.  Back wall to be repaired.  Compton Abbas Table Tennis Club to use hall.  

Beacon lighting  and the VE Day celebrations went well. 

Various legal inspections required  on  village hall services in hand.  

2025.35  COMMUNICATIONS

No further communications.

2025.36  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Saxon Grange
Budget
			
2025.37 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

1/10/25  Meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.
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