

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON  4th DECEMBER   2024

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Coombes, Walsh, Prichard,  Phillips, Sturgess, Sampson,  Mrs. Kaile Clerk   

1 member of the public.  
This is Alfred in attendance 
	 
2024.60	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  

2024.61           APOLOGIES 

Councillors Dann, Somper, Johnson  

2024.62	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
 		
Minutes of the  Oct.  meeting  read and approved.
Minutes outstanding for the extraordinary meeting held in September – notes to be obtained (This is Alfred)   

2024.63	MATTERS ARISING 

None
	  
2024.64  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2024.65	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2024.66	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Previously circulated.  Cllr. Weston has spoken to Cllr. Somper regarding state of roads.  Cllr. Somper is chasing at DC.  Cllr. Weston advised there is no follow up from DC on issues raised such as ice on Coles Lane etc.  
           
2024.67 FINANCE REPORT

Balances –  Instant Bank £5900, Treasurer’s Account £15794.
Post Office £2608.  

Cheques to be minuted –   Clerk salary 1.1.25 to 31.3.25 at new rate £761.63, back pay 1.4.24 to 31.12.24 £112.45, Motley £31.68, Guy Gilding £60, Parish Online Mapping £84.  Budget previously circulated.  Precept set at £10518, (3% increase).    Cllr. Coombes proposed, seconded Cllr. Sturgess all in agreement.  

Main budget approved  - proposed Cllr. Coombes, seconded Cllr. Sturgess all in agreement.

It was agreed to grant the Village Hall £1000 for the cost of the new glasswasher.  To investigate if PC can reclaim the VAT.  

Lloyds Bank to start charging for Treasurers account as from 14.1.25 – this will cost the PC approx. £70 p.a.  Agreed to stay as is and monitor for one year.  Advice from DAPTC was to think very carefully before moving as  can be  very difficult.  
Signatories for Post Office account updated to current cheque signatories.
Wage increase for Clerk from 1.4.24 5.2%.    
Clerk to speak to printers of SE magazine re. Pdf copy for website.  

2024.68 – POLICIES REVIEW 

Policies for Website Accessibility, Privacy, Delegation Variation to Standing Orders reviewed and to remain unchanged.
  
2024.69   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory

Cllr. Prichard to send Parish Road Safety Plan to Jack Wiltshire, DC.  
Issue Great Lane – Cllr. Walsh to discuss with Shaft. TC.  
Concern about the safety of the new B3081/A30 junction.  
Meeting held by DC re. Dinah’s Hollow  in November in Village Hall – approximately 40 people in attendance.  Work on Hollow due to start in 2026- and one-way system with lights to be re-introduced.  Cllr. Phillips thinks that the blocks will not be replaced but relying on hatching to stop vehicles from being too near to the banks.   More ecological  studies to be carried out.   A suggested traffic light system for the Church Bank would cost in the region of £300k.  

               
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston outlined the plans received to date.  DC have concerns about one  - cattle shed.

Cllr. Sampson said that DC are looking for suitable sites for development – the Chairman advised that the PC has identified in the NHP sites that are suitable.  

c.  Guys Marsh 

All works on hold.  No new contractors appointed.  Could take six months or so.  

d. Footpaths and Trees 

Electrical line down on footpath just off the A350 going up the hill.  In hand.  

e. DAPTC Committee
 
Recent AGM of DAPTC – now a limited company.  DC wanting to merge PCs in with towns.  This Council would object to such a move.  DC looking at merging with Wilts, Somerset and BCP with a mayor.  Also being mooted that PCs take on more responsibility.  
 
2024.70  NHP

Cllr. Phillips gave an example of a Dorset parish where its NHP prevented a big development being granted permission.  This Parish’s NHP has now been submitted formerly to DC.  They will read through the document and make sure everything has been submitted correctly.  Once this has been completed DC is responsible for the REG. 16 Consultation and the publicity relating to this.  

At the last meeting the question of settlement boundaries was discussed.   William Kenealy has confirmed that it is only DC that can establish settlement boundaries and these were removed in the 2016 North Dorset Local Plan.  He advises that without a settlement boundary much of the land in Melbury Abbas and Cann is considered by DC to be within the ‘open countryside’ which is not suitable for development.  The NHP has endeavoured to try and stop strip development  by means of a ‘buffer zone’ and within the proposed rural urban buffer zone new dwellings on greenfield sites should not be built  so as to protect the Parish from urban encroachment from the neighbouring town  of Shaftesbury.  


  2024.71 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Currently no flying due to weather.  There was a recent Airfield Consultation Meeting attended by local PCs.  Compton Abbas PC  has lodged a complaint – no other PCs have complained.  Another air show planned for 2025.  CAA happy with how it went and the traffic arrangements went well.  

           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

No report.  
	
2024.72  COMMUNICATIONS

Environmental Scheme Shaftesbury TC – the Chairman attended a meeting held by Shaftesbury TC regarding this – there appeared to be  a lack of support from the councillors at the meeting. 

VE Celebrations 2024 –  is the Village Hall planning  an event?   

2024.73	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

VE Celebrations
			
2024.74 DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Meeting closed 9.10  p.m.
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