

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 3rd DECEMBER 2025

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Phillips, Johnson (Chairman), Prichard, Dann.
Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

This is Alfred in attendance

Members of the public – 3 

2025.53	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 
	

A member of the public reported that he had not been consulted until very recently about a drainage pipe that is going over his land as a result of the forthcoming works in Dinah’s Hollow. DC have now been in touch with him with regard to an easement and have said they will pay for the solicitor’s cost.  The Chairman pointed out that the PC have no control over the actions of DC but will contact Head of Highways pointing out the poor service received by the member of the public and pass on the resident’s  personal details to him.  Cllr. Webber said that is DC are prepared for the solicitors’ costs involved then accept it as these costs can be considerable.  

Works in Dinah’s Hollow due to start 5th January.  Cllr. Phillips reported that the results of a public enquiry with regard to the Hollow that took place in July this year should be reporting soon.   

Another member of the public was concerned about aspects of the proposed NHP and reported that she had tried to contact various departments at DC about her questions with no response whatsoever.  She is concerned about land near to her home that is proposed for development in the District Plan even though Planning Officers had told her it would never be built on.  The Chairman said that Planning Officers do change their minds and she is not the  first to have experienced this.  

  
2025.54            APOLOGIES 

Councillors Walsh, Sturgess, Somper

2025.55  MINUTES  OF THE LAST MEETINGS

Approved with no amendments.  		


2025.56	MATTERS ARISING 

None

	2025.57  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  Cllr. Webber  would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2025.58  	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2025.59          CO-OPTION      

Latest vacancy on council has been advertised with no uptake.  PC can now co-opt and reminded that in fact there are two vacancies on the council.  Councillors to consider and to be discussed again at next meeting.  

2025.59  REVIEW OF WEBSITE ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT, PRIVACY NOTICE,        DELEGATION VARIATION VIA STANDING ORDERS

These had been previously circulated to the Councillors –   Cllr. Webber proposed acceptance, Cllr. Weston seconded  - all in agreement.  

2025.60  DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT    

No report.
           
2025.61  FINANCE REPORT

Bank balances – Community Account £18,778, Instant Access £8605.

Payments  to be minuted -  Clerk  salary 1.1.26 to 31.3.26  £785.64, Village Hall rental £140, new defib £1074, Amy Burnett £200, Prodigy for IT £14.74, Lloyds Bank charges £5.75 x 2, Mr. Weston for new post for village notice board £208.80.   Valecraft for notice boards £1086 (paid Oct). 

Issues with bank and addition of new signatory – Cllrs. Weston and Johnson to visit Lloyds Bank, Gillingham.  

The Chairman outlined the recent costs experienced by the Village Hall and asked the PC if it could raise its donation to the Village Hall to cover possibly the cost of an administrative person for the Hall.    Agreed at £1500 for the forthcoming budget.   Proposed Cllr. Webber, seconded Cllr. Prichard – all in agreement.  

Precept for forthcoming year agreed at £10,896 – proposed Cllr. Webber, seconded Cllr. Johnson all in agreement.   Precept calculation for new housing that now falls within the parish of Cann due to be published by DC 4.12.25.  

2025.62  UPDATE ON SUBMISSION TO LOCAL PLAN  

This PC’s comments  submitted to DC  as per the time line.  
                    
2025.63   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

Cllr. Prichard advised that of the five changes proposed to speed limits in the Parish from the  speed tests carried out by Cllr. Phillips – French Mill is the only one that will be removed as hardly any traffic on it.  More data required on Guys Marsh and Cann Common.  Bozeley Hill no requirement for speed limit.    More tests on Spread Eagle to be deferred until works completed Dinah’s Hollow.   He will contact Tony Burden and update on current status.  

One way system to be put into place during the closure of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman has received the details being proposed and to be circulated to all councillors.  It is basically what the PC proposed at the recent meeting with DC.  

Resiting of SIDS – The Chairman to action.
                
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston gave update.  Wilkins Farm and Mayo Farm in order.  

c. Guys Marsh  

Cllr. Dann advised that possibly the New Year might see recommencement of building works.

d.  Footpaths and Trees 

Tree down Foyle Hill
		
e. DAPTC Committee

Cllr. Webber to update in the New Year.


2025.64   NHP

Local referendum for this to take place 4.12.25

Agreed an honorarium   payment to Amy Burnett of £200 for the additional work she has carried out on the Plan after official contract finished.  Cllr. Phillips that some form of  recognition needs to be given to William Kenealy  who has overseen the Plan for its concept through to completion  even though he no longer lived in the Parish.
After discussion it was felt that a gift of some sort would be appropriate  and the Councillors to consider what this might be.  For discussion at the next meeting.  


  2025.65  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

Nothing to report.

b. Village Hall and Millennium Group

Already discussed.  A member of the public expressed thanks for the work being done by the new Village Hall Committee.  

2025.66  COMMUNICATIONS

None  

2025.67  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Update on Submission to Local Plan 
Co-option
Gift for William Kenealy 
			
2025.68 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

4.2.26

Meeting closed 8.50 p.m.
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