

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL  on 7th FEBRUARY 2024 

In attendance: Cllrs. Coombes (Chair)   Weston, Sampson,  Phillips,  Dann, Johnson, Sturgess, Hughes, Walsh, Prichard, Mrs. Kaile Clerk  (via Zoom)

2 members of the public and 
‘This is Alfred’ in attendance

Mr. Jack Wiltshire,  Head of Highways, DC.  Cllr. Somper 
	 
2023.71	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  
  
In view of the attendance of Mr. Jack Wiltshire the public open forum was followed by questions relating to Highways to Mr. Wiltshire.  

Mrs. Phillips organising a litter pick for the 28th April.  

A member of the public raised  a question about the testing of water quality by the EA – Cllr. Phillips replied that when it was tested it was in order – not tested lately.  

Mr. Wiltshire then took questions.  He explained that as Head of Highways he is concerned that the relationship between the PC and DC is not good.  He stated that he is quite happy to be “open and frank” but added he is not an expert on the issues of Dinah’s Hollow.  

Cllr. Weston raised two issues with  regard to road safety in Shaftesbury – one of which has been dealt with satisfactory – the other relates to parking issue at Old Boundary Road.  Mr. Wiltshire not aware of this issue but will follow through at DC.

Flooding at Foyle Hill ongoing problem.  Mr. Wiltshire explained that on the gritted network drains are rodded  once a year.  Other are not done.  He advised that 28 days is the normal lead time to sort out a problem.  

Cllr. Walsh outlined the issues of parking at St. James School.  Mr. Wiltshire said he will get an Enforcement Officer to look at this as people parking on double yellow lines.  Also need to look at Traffic Regulation Orders.  Cllr. Hughes advised that this problem is one that has been listed in the Parish Road Safety Plan that is currently in its draft stage.  

The Clerk gave updated details regarding the filling in of the culvert at the bottom of Dinah’s Hollow.  The landowner is providing boulders that DC employees will use to fill in the culvert – work due to be carried out 15th Feb.  

Dinah’s Hollow Update 

Cllr. Phillips asked whether the manhole cover is being replaced during this road closure on the 15th - Mr. Wiltshire confirmed this is the case but he will need to see if the other two are being replaced which  belong to BT.  

Cllr. Somper advised that the ecological report should be issued  in the Spring and that the TPOs are being reviewed.  Tree information should be issued early summer.  Cllr. Phillips advised that rare bats have been discovered in the Hollow which should not be disturbed.  

A member of the public asked about the surveys for Great Crested Newts.  Cllr. Phillips stated that the last survey conducted had found DNA of the newt.  

A member of the public asked Mr. Wiltshire why the  DC Road Safety Officer was unable to visit this Parish.  Mr.  Wiltshire said he goes above his role and not possible to visit all parishes.  Cllr. Hughes asked Mr. Wiltshire now that  there is clarification that the north/south route through Dorset won’t use the A350/C13 corridor will DC still be using the old plans for Dinah’s Hollow that envisaged a widening to over 6 metres.  Mr. Wiltshire replied that this would now not be the case and that the current plans are for a shuttle system similar to the one that is in place now with the road width unaltered.  

A member of the public pointed out that a fibre company had been digging on the banks of Dinah’s Hollow without permission from the landowners.  

Cllr. Hughes advised Mr. Wiltshire that there has been a lot of questions/requests made by the PC  over the years  relating to issues in Dinah’s Hollow that have never been answered.  

The question of access tracks was raised and it was confirmed that this will now only be on the East Bank but still being negotiated.  

New drainage  plan outstanding – due Spring.  Cllr. Phillips advised that when the road was closed Oct 23 and the environmental study was being conducted and dormice had been found both sides  - DC went in and  destroyed the vegetation up to 3 m. Why?  Mr. Wiltshire said this  should not have happened.  

The question was raised as to the state of the VMS at the bottom of Spread Eagle Hill that has never worked.  Cllr. Hughes said that the whole plan was thwarted as the layby was not wide enough to hold vehicles.  Mr. Wiltshire advised this plan is now dead.  


Mr. Wiltshire advised that the M4/Dorset South Coast Road strategy is due to be refreshed.  

2023.72	APOLOGIES 

Cllr. Webber

2023.73	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 		
Minutes of the previous meeting read and approved with one amendment  -  number of houses agreed by this Parish Council at Southbank Farm is 10 and not 9 as shown in the minutes.


2023.74	MATTERS ARISING 

None


2023.75   REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  

 	 	   	 	 
2023.76	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2023.77	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Report previously circulated  to members.  

Cllr. Somper explained in relation to the query raised at the last meeting of the relationship between DC and Heidelberg that it is a rolling contract and not timed or  subject  to competitive tendering.  

Cllr. Somper encouraged members to respond to the Transport Study.  Also to consider any land  in the parish that the PC might wish to take on under the Community Asset Transfer Scheme.

Grants available for tree planting – also advice.  Cllr. Somper the “conduit” for the forthcoming Airshow at Compton Abbas airfield.  

          
2023.78      FINANCE REPORT

Bank balances Treasurer’s account £20,031, Bank Instant account £5846, PO £2586.  Cheques to be minuted – salary for Clerk £665.57, Expenses for the clerk from 1.4.23 to 29.2.24 £298.81, Amy Burnett £1678.25, Guy Gilding £60.  

Agreed  to adopt the larger system offered by DAPTC for e mails at £45 p.a.  (This service has been foc  for the last 12 years).  

Electronic banking proving difficult still. 

Clerk went through the requirements for the forthcoming election.  Nominations have to be delivered by hand to Nordon by appointment.  It was felt that one of the councillors might be able to take all the nomination papers in.  

2023.79   DINAHS HOLLOW 

See under 2023.71

2023.80   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory

Cllr. Hughes has prepared a draft Parish Road Safety Plan and issued to all for consideration and comments by the end of the month.  He will then prepare a final plan for the April meeting.  Gore Clump still of concern especially if more activities planned at the Airfield.
            
b. Planning

Extension at 3 Barnfield, Cann Common in order.
Cllr. Johnson  said that a septic tank at a mobile home in White Pits Lane is smelling.  Cllr. Sampson advised that an application has been submitted for the site. 

Clerk to chase Persimmon regarding outstanding consultation for planning application.


c.  Guys Marsh

Cllr. Dann advised that car park due to be finished  March.  Access at the back is proving more difficult.  Cllr. Phillips asked if there are any tree planting opportunities on the site – Cllr. Dan felt there were.  Cllr. Somper to ascertain whether monies from their tree planting grant can be given to HMP land.  


d. Footpaths and Trees
Cllr. Johnson felt that officers for the footpaths in Dorset were very good.
The state of the footpath from C13 to East Melbury was of concern, particularly wet.  Cllr. Johnson to discuss with Tree Officer.   


e. DAPTC Committee 

Nothing to report 


2023.89  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 

£300 required for leaflets once the final plan is ready for submission.  

2023.90   REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Cllr. Sturgess advised  the current manager of the Compton Abbas Airfield will be leaving and a new person (yet unknown) will be taking over. Furthermore, that further that an Airshow is  planned for August where about 5,000 visitors per day  are expected to attend. He  also emphasised that up to 80 marshals and 60 volunteers would see that the roads were kept free on event days, with parking being facilitated at Clayesmore school in Iwerne Minster with a coach link between the parking and the venue being supplied.  CAA will only grant license for the event to proceed once all  the safety elements have been met.    Cllr. Phillips  asked how the closure of lands and roads would affect local people.  C13 is to remain open.  Cllr. Sampson asked how they would handle lanes such as White Pit Lane.  

Also, more Spitfire events are being planned at the Airfield.  

           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

New chairman and treasurer appointed for the VHMC.  James Richards to be the new Chair.
Parish Council needs to recognise in some way the work of the previous Chairman who has been in post for many years.  Minutes of their Jan. meeting to be sent to the PC.  


2023.91  COMMUNICATIONS

None


2023.92 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Parish Road Safety Plan

			
2023.93  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

3.4.24


Meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.
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