

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 5th FEBRUARY 2025

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Coombes, Walsh, Phillips, Sturgess, Sampson,  Dann. Johnson Mrs. Kaile Clerk (via Zoom)   

Cllr. Somper 	 

Five members of the public  

2024.75	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  

Residents of East Melbury voiced their concerns about speeding traffic that goes through on the B3081.  SIDS make no difference.  Difficult to walk along side of the road.  The Parish’s Road Safety Plan makes no reference to East Melbury.  To liaise with Cllr. Phillips re speed watch.  Cllr. Somper advised that incidents need to be reported to Road Safety Team at DC with evidence.  

2024.76           APOLOGIES 

Councillor Prichard  

2024.77	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
 		
Minutes of the  December  meeting  read and approved.

2024.78	MATTERS ARISING 

Minutes outstanding for the extraordinary meeting held in September – notes to be obtained (This is Alfred)  The Chairman to chase.
	  
2024.79  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2024.80	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2024.81	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Previously circulated.   Discussion took place regarding the subject of a Wessex authority.  

2024.82  ROAD NAMES FOR NEW ESTATE 

A representative of Persimmon Homes in attendance and outlined the new development off the A30  and its construction and infrastructure.  Street names are required from this Council as a matter of urgency.  Cllr. Johnson felt that names of people who had been involved with the village would be relevant.  Six names are required and the PC to forward their suggestions.  Provision in site for hotel, care home and school.  Interest has been expressed for care home and hotel.  Planting on site will include certain types of  trees  maintained by DC.  Shrubs are considered better.  Cycle way to be provided and upgrade to road junction.  
The representative will be back in touch with the PC regarding the Section 106 and the landscape scheme.  

           
2024.83  FINANCE REPORT


Cheques for approval -  Re-siting of SIDS (£20) 
SE Magazine £412, Clerk Exps. Feb 24 to Feb 25 £355.02,  Election Recharge DC £50, Prodigy IT (for new e mail account etc)   £427.20 

The PC agreed to pay for the new bottle washer at the Village Hall £1000 – there was the question of VAT whether the VH can reclaim this or do we need to?  If it is us then we need an invoice made out to the PC.

Bank balances  Treasurers Account £14546, Instant Account £5915, PO £2608.

Revised Budget circulated to all 
Possibly £2000 budgeted that will not be spent (see proposed spending to 31.3.25 in italics that some could go  towards street names, swimming pool)  

Cost to put the SE magazine on to PC website would be £25 plus VAT with either Clerk  or someone else on the PC doing it going forward.  Is this required?


2024.84  CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS REPAIRS TO SHAFTESBURY SWIMMING POOL 

The Chairman explained that two representatives that are on the Committee for the Shaftesbury Swimming Pool live in this parish – however not in attendance this evening to explain the situation.  Cllrs. Johnson and Sampson  would like to know the actual cost before making any commitment on behalf of this PC towards the repair costs.  Cllr. Phillips felt that they have already spent a lot of money on repairs.  It was reported that several people within the parish do use the facility.  
The Chairman advised that the cost of the repairs is £120,000.  It was agreed that £1200 could be granted if repairs actually  go ahead.  All in favour.
  
2024.85   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory

Resiting of SIDS – Cllr. Johnson to look at feasibility of undertaking.   The data taken by the SIDS would also need to be downloaded on a regular basis.  Cllr. Johnson to speak to DC.   
               
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston gave update.  Cannfield Farm – silo facilities.    Cllr. Phillips asked if there is a new track going up towards Cannfield Farm, - Cllr. Johnson  said this was for cattle.  
Application for more industrial units – West Melbury – removal of orchard to site.  No objections.  

c. Guys Marsh 

Cllr. Dann advised that building work should resume shortly.  No issues with car park.  


d. Footpaths and Trees 

Cllr. Johnson advised issues with the stile on footpath from lane to Church Farm and repairs will be carried out.
		
e. DAPTC Committee

Various training courses on offer. 
 
 
2024.86  NHP

William and Amy   working on incorporating Philip’s (DC planning) suggestions/edits before he will pass the plan on to the examiner.   It is just formatting and some reorganisation of the document to make it easier and quicker for the examiner to go through the plan. 

DC does not need to do anything further with the plan, so there is no delay involved on their end (plan meets all their requirements). 



  2024.87 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Airfield consultation meeting with all PCs in March.  Rain stopped flying.  


           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

Village Hall doing well with lots of various events taking place.  Plans to remove the stage.  Does not appear that the village hall is subsiding.  Plans for upgrading the kitchen for which grants can be obtained.  Film nights starting.  

VE  Celebrations – Cllr. Johnson to discuss with NT what is possible.

	
2024.88 COMMUNICATIONS

Cessation of NORDCAT bus.  Cllr. Johnson and Clerk said  there are concerns about its removal.  Residents to contact Cllr. Somper with their concerns.  

Cllr. Somper advised that a Family Hub has opened in Sturminster Newton with 24 different services for families.  Funded by fund raising.  

2024.89 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

VE Celebrations
			
2024.74 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

2nd April 

Meeting closed 9.15  p.m.
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