

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 4th FEBRUARY 2026.  

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Phillips, Johnson (Chairman), Prichard, Sampson, 
Mrs. Kaile Clerk  
Councillor Somper

This is Alfred in attendance

Members of the public – 11

2025.69	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

A member of the public outlined her monitoring of traffic using White Pit Lane during the closure of Dinah’s Hollow.  She acknowledged that DC  DH team have been very responsive.  No speed checks by police and therefore those vehicles that do use the lanes are going faster.  Some drivers ignoring the one-way system imposed.  As Spring approaches and more traffic such as caravan drivers signs stating unsuitable need to be in situ.  

Another member of the public confirmed that traffic using Quarry Lane and West Lane  is too fast and that some action is required before there is a serious accident.  He also asked how is the work progressing in DH – are the contractors being held to key performance indicators – are there penalties if they go over the contractual date?  

A resident expressed concern of the speed of traffic at Hillside also.  

DC not gritting SE hill – this needs to be reversed as residents still have to use it.  

The manned barriers at all points need to be throughout the entire closure and not just for the next month.  

Cllr. Phillips (who declared an interest) said that the works did start on the 5th January and they have started on the drainage  and put in a pump into the river.  Earlier in the week they had started to cut down some ash trees.  Dormice license still not in place and cannot do anything more on trees until this in situ.  Bat activity is still being monitored on a daily basis.  Drainage system being installed to be separate from the Sturkel and should prevent flooding in the village so this should be seen as a positive.   He agreed that major problem is speeding on the lanes and is trying to get the police involved.  Cann Common also concerned about speed levels.  

Cllr. Prichard felt that getting the police involved and imposing fines for speeding would be positive point.  He is concerned about the spring/summer traffic which will increase the problems and also the damage to surface and edging of the lanes and that this could cost he has calculated £500,000 to repair.  

The Chairman advised that the men manning the barriers do have list of addresses in the village and most of them do stop people and question.  

A resident  was concerned that if no dormice license is to hand it will cause a delay to the entire works and who is going to pay for that?  He has seen projects delayed by one year because of this same thing and that such a delay would have serious consequences for the village.  He also thinks the project will cost more than the budget of £8m  and end up at £12m.  It was noted that no trees or soil movement had come down in DH during the recent storms.  

A resident outlined the village litter pick for the 29th March and in view of the  traffic issues in the lanes this will just take place on the main roads this year.  To be put on the website once the resident has confirmed details.  
  
2025.70            APOLOGIES 

Councillor Dann

2025.71  MINUTES  OF THE LAST MEETING

Approved with no amendments.  		

2025.72	MATTERS ARISING 

None

	2025.73  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  Cllr. Webber  would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2025.74 	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2025.75         CO-OPTION      

The Chairman reminded Council there are two vacancies.  



2025.76  REVIEW OF COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE, STAFF GRIEVANCE POLICY 

These had been previously circulated to the Councillors –   Approved acceptance Cllr. Webber, seconded Cllr. Sampson.  All in agreement.

2025.77  DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Cllr. Somper outlined the speed issues being experienced on the A350.  Highways looking at other potential further measures to reduce speed limits and talking to police so see if 20 mph can be enforced.   Flooding has been bad in certain places also.  
She has been contacted regarding a poor sight line in Glyn Place.  Officers at DC see no issue – Cllr. Somper disagrees.  A 20-mph speed limit has been requested by residents for East Melbury and Cann Common.

Works on Gore Clump to be finalised 16th Feb.    Planning Enforcement at DC is being improved.

She advised that speeding issues can be  reported on line to DC – it was pointed out that there are no police to enforce any complaints!  She also stated that she asked for a mitigation budget for after DH works completed.  Cllr. Prichard pointed out that DC did not give her any commitment to this request and it was  just asking for the A350 and not for  the lanes in Melbury Abbas.  

With regard to the works in DH she has had two meetings with officers.  Stated there are no delays to overall plan.    She said she would pass on to DC the comments made at tonight’s meeting concerning the road issues.    She also advised that Dorset Speed Teams are being asked not to carry out speed checks during these works – Cllr. Phillips said he has not heard this.  
           
2025.78  FINANCE REPORT

Bank balances – Community Account  £16,061   Instant Access  £8,618

Payments  to be minuted  Prodigy 16.12.25  £14.74,  £25.68,15.1.26 Prodigy £14.74, £30.82. A Kaile expenses 1.2 25 to 4.2.26  £430.06

Electronic banking now set up.  Chairman to trial with Cllrs. Webber and Weston.

Clerk to attend DAPTC conference 6.2.26  

Chairman advised that new defib will be installed shortly.  List of defibs in local area to put into Parish Magazine.  

2025.79  UPDATE ON SUBMISSION TO LOCAL PLAN  

No update from DC.
                    
2025.80   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

Cllr. Prichard advised that he is in contact with Tony Burden, DC and that plan is ongoing as outlined previously.  

Cllr. Weston said there are blocked drains on Foyle Hill and water coming down the road.  – to be logged with DC.  Also sign for Guys Marsh that has been down for a few months – to be logged with DC.    All such issues have to be reported on DC system.

Resiting of SIDS – The Chairman to action.
                
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston gave update.   South Bank Farm – slightly different layout but all in order.  Query how is runoff water going to be dealt with.   Wilkins Farm application  -Chairman to see if he can meet with owners.  Application Redman’s Lane was the property built before 2013?  
Persimmon Homes – Cllr. Webber pointed out that they do not plan to build the road until a lot more houses are sold and this was the problem with the site on the other side of the road.  This to be raised with DC.  

c. Guys Marsh  

Works have not recommenced. 

d.  Footpaths and Trees 

Cllr. Weston stated that it is not possible to walk on the Common at all due to its poor state.
Complaint to be lodged with DC on line.  Also concern about the state of stiles in the Parish – list to be given to Footpath Officer – again on line.
		
e. DAPTC Committee

2025.81   NHP

Plan adopted as a result of the recent referendum and approved by DC.
A gesture of thanks to  be sent to William Kenealy-  to be organised by Clerk.  



  2025.82  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

Trying to reach out to local populations.  

b. Village Hall and Millennium Group

Doing very well.  Takings are up.  Thanks given to the PC for the recent donation.  

2025.83  COMMUNICATIONS

Cllr. Phillips mentioned the need for a Community Resilience Plan   

2025.84  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Co-option
Defib
Community Resilience Plan
			
2025.85 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

1.4.26

Meeting closed 8.50 p.m.
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