

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON  15th MAY 2024

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Walsh, Webber, Coombes, Walsh, Prichard, Dann  Phillips, Sturgess , Mrs. Kaile Clerk   

4 members of the public.  This is Alfred 
	 
2024.12	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  

Representatives from the Compton Abbas Airfield Group related their current concerns regarding the airfield.   They advised that there have been more complaints since the current ownership.   It was agreed that as this PC has a liaison officer could they keep us briefed with their activities.  
Cllr. Stugess said there now appears to be two aspects to the airfield – one is the display teams, the second is the day to day flying.   Cllr. Somper would be able to update on a regular basis as to the activities of the  Compton Abbas Airfield Group.  

 A question was raised as to whether this is the first time the PC has been made aware of noise issues since the new owners.  The Chairman said that there had been more complaints under the previous ownership.  

A member of the public said that planes appear to have changed their flight path something that did not occur before and does the PC know anything about this.    Cllr. Sturgess advised that there is a set route but it is not compulsory and that there is a noise abatement procedure.  

There does not appear to be any contact details on the defibrillator.  Clerk to check and to advise.  

2024.13	APOLOGIES 

Cllr. Somper

2024.14	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 		
Minutes of the previous meeting read and approved.

2024.15	MATTERS ARISING 

None


 	  
2024.16   REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2024.17	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2024.18	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

No report received.

2024.19   NHP UPDATE

Cllr. Phillips advised that there are Village Land Trusts in Dorset who look after low-cost housing which benefits residents.  Also shared ownership.   Cllr. Walsh felt that with a new government people will move out of the rental market and housing situation will get more difficult.  

Some queries have been raised by the  NHP consultant which need answering to move to the next stage.  To be circulated to all councillors.  
The representative for Southbank Farm stated that the owner needs to move on with the proposed development of the site.  He wants to know  the issues that are outstanding and how they will be resolved and a timetable. He would like confirmation that the NHP is resolved by the end of the year because he would rather that his plans are part of it as opposed to going to direct planning.  

Cllr. Phillips asked whether they have talked to the neighbours about their proposed plans.  The representative advised that  they will be doing this and keen to have local support.  Cllr. Weston asked why this could not take place now  as it would demonstrate that they are engaging with the residents.  The agent felt they would probably undertake this by a drop-in session at the Village Hall.  

This is Alfred  asked what  is the agreement with the PC and  the owner of Southbank Farm.  The Chairman replied that it is for ten new houses half of which would be affordable, with a public car park and open space and potentially a site for a village hall with a Section 106.  

The Chairman said he would advise the agent as to the timetable for the NHP.    He will have a Zoom meeting with the consultant.  


2024.20 RISK ASSESSMENTS 

These were circulated to all councillors and no issues noted.  
          
2024.21 FINANCE REPORT 

Bank balances as per accounts discussed at AGM.

Cheques to be minuted:-  DAPTC subscription £392.20.  Clerk salary £724.14 and underpayment for period 1.1.24 to 31.3.24 £58.57.  A. Burnett £557.50 and £714.  Insurance £483.74.  Gilding £60.  

SE as  an electronic version ongoing.    
 
2024.22     DINAHS HOLLOW 

Cllr. Phillips advised that the ecological report is still not  available.  Drainage scheme still not sorted.  Currently all drainage goes into the Sturkel.  Owners of the eastern bank currently having discussions with DC.  

  
2024.23   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory

Hole by the Sturkel  ongoing.  

Road Safety Plan – Cllr. Prichard to review and submit  to the next PC meeting for final approval.
               
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston gave an update.  Extension to conservatory at French Mill  appears to be in order.
Application for a worker’s unit at Quarry Lane  - it was felt this was required.  Cllr. Phillips asked does this have to have a business plan submitted with it?    Cllr. Sturgess said that the planners look at the plan only.  

The PC’s query regarding Section 106 monies and the building of the estate within this parish  has been answered by DC.  Circulated to all councillors.  

c.  Guys Marsh 

Cllr. Dann advised that work is ongoing.  He feels there will be complaints that the footpath will not be lit at night.  Car park has been finished.  



d. Footpaths and Trees 

Cllr. Phillips asked if anything can be done about the footpath between East Melbury and Punch Hill which is very wet.   Cllr. Prichard asked who is responsible for the gates between Melbury Abbas and SE Hill.  Cllr. Weston felt this was the NT but would contact Cllr. Johnson about it.  

e. DAPTC Committee 

Nothing to report. 

  2024.24 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Cllr. Sturgess to meet  with the new manager at the Airfield.  He is interested to find out  what is happening because he feels things have changed and is going to ask what is the business plan.    He advised that he has received several concerns about the proposed Air Show.  A member of the public said that he must make sure he lets residents know what is happening because people are concerned.  The Chairman  hoped that if they did hold the Air Show they would review and adjust if it was to occur again.  

           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

		No report

2024.25   COMMUNICATIONS

Cllr. Phillips advised that he had recently attended a conference held by the Cranborne Chase National Landscapes (these bodies now  need to be consulted on planning issues that effect  National Landscapes).  He is keeping them updated as to the matters about DH, they are  very supportive and he hopes that a sign can be acquired for DH advising that is in a National Landscape. 


2024.26	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

		Parish Road Safety Plan
		Environmental Scheme Shaftesbury TC
		Section 106 monies
		Letter Jack Wiltshire 
		VE celebrations 
		
		
2024.27	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Annual Parish Meeting  12th June 
Bi- monthly Parish Council Meeting 7th August 
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