

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON  2nd OCTOBER   2024

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Coombes,   Phillips, Sturgess, Johnson, Sampson  Mrs. Kaile Clerk   

5 members of the public.  
	 
2024.45	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  

A member of the public asked are the developers of South Bank Farm making a presentation this week to the village of their proposals?  This was confirmed as being the case at the Village Hall from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.   Cllr. Johnson  said there is some confusion as to whether this proposed development will mean that the village hall will be moving to this site.  Cllr. Sampson said that  a site is being offered on this development for a possible village hall for a future date within a Section 106. Confirmation of this will be sought at the presentation by the councillors who attend.   

2024.46	APOLOGIES 

Councillors Dann, Walsh, Prichard, Somper 

2024.47	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
 		
Minutes of the  August meeting  read and approved.
Minutes outstanding for the extraordinary meeting held in September -  Chairman to obtain.  

2024.48	MATTERS ARISING 

None
	  
2024.49  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  Cllr. Johnson would not be able to comment on his current planning application.  
 	  	 	 
2024.50	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2024.51	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Previously circulated.  
           
2024.52 FINANCE REPORT

First pass of the budget reviewed –  for final discussion at December meeting and approval.  

Internal audit all in order

Balances – Business Bank £5895, Treasurer’s Account £17965.  
Post Office £2608.  

Cheques to be minuted – Salary Clerk £724.14, Guy Gilding £60.00, Red Rock Geoscience £6480 (donations of £800 received towards this cost).  SE Mag - £453 with £220 contribution.  Motley £190.08, Amy Burnett £350.  
 
2024.53     DINAHS HOLLOW 

The Chairman advised the Council about the Strategic Planning Meeting  held at DC earlier in the week regarding the removal of the TPO on the trees in Dinah’s Hollow.  DC approved the removal of the TPOs.    His full comments previously circulated to this Council.  This Council had accepted the report it had commissioned from Red Rock Geoscience which like DC’s reports have identified safety issues within the Hollow with regard to landslides.  

The Chairman stated that DC’s plan for tree removal is less than they have originally planned and that a top canopy will be maintained as much as is possible and that this step back has been due to the pressure this community has put on to DC.  He stated that most of the trees that will be removed will be near to the traffic lights.  He said that the landowners  are working with their advisors and Red Rock are in the process of finalizing a highbred scheme involving  soil nails along with retention fencing as the overall  solution.

The Chairman said that the PC now steps back from this and it is up to the two landowners and the AONB to work with DC.  This Council can observe and give moral support when required and to work with DC regarding the logistics of the work.  He recommended that the Dinah’s Hollow sub- committee is disbanded.  Cllr. Sampson felt this was the right course of action – this PC commissioned its own report and it states there are issues.  
Cllr. Phillips did not accept that the PC has gone as far as it can  - there is still the general aspect and  appearance of the village to consider.    He advised that National  Landscapes and the governing body of Local Authorities believe this whole issue has not been handled properly by DC.  Cllr. Johnson felt that the trees will come back and that this area is just a very small area of the joint parishes and  this PC has to accept the path of travel.   He felt that the trees will grow back within 5 years.  Cllr. Sampson recalled when the top of the Hollow was graded back approximately 50 years ago and this has  now grown back.  Cllr. Phillips felt the trees would not grow back to same level  due to the soil nailing scheme.  

A member of the public  was disappointed that the PC were  disbanding this sub committee  and asked whether the DC put into their report at the meeting the risk factor as nothing happened in the Hollow last year and that was in one of the wettest years  known  since records started.  The Chairman said once a local authority identifies a risk, they have to do something about it. Cllr. Sturgess said that we have to accept the findings of the professionals. 

Cllr. Phillips believes that when the work is completed in the Hollow there will be a  push by the residents on the A350 for more traffic to be sent via the C13.  The Chairman stated that the A350 also has traffic jams and until there is a proper road across North Dorset there will always be problems.  

Cllr. Weston proposed disbanding of the Dinah’s Hollow sub-committee seconded Cllr. Johnson overall accepted.  

  
2024.54   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory

The Road Safety Plan originally produced by  Mr. Hughes and updated by Cllr. Prichard has been issued to all councillors.  The Chairman considered it to be all in order and that a Plan of this nature  will get due consideration by DC.  Mr. Hughes thanked for all the work he did on preparing the initial plan.  
               
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston outlined the plans received to date.  No issues.

c.  Guys Marsh 

The construction company involved with works have gone into liquidation.    Plans have been received for the entrances etc.  

d. Footpaths and Trees 

Tree between Coles Lane and Cherry Orchard has fallen.  DC responsible for it.  Were advised about the state of it sometime ago.  

e. DAPTC Committee 

The Chairman attended recent area meeting.  PCs in the Bridport area have merged with the TC as there is the desire to reduce the number of PCs.  The Chairman thinks this will occur in North Dorset and this PC could be merged with Shaftesbury TC.  

202.55  NHP

The merits of continuing with the above discussed in depth.   A letter from  Diccon Carpendale  of Brimble Lea had been previously circulated to members asking for an update on NHP.  He outlined to the meeting the benefits of  having a NHP.  Clerk had also circulated various papers to the Council on the NHP outlining costs to date, outstanding costs, and timeline.  (£350 and referendum next summer).    Main aspect of having a NHP is that it gives a settlement boundary and if this is not in place planners will say no to any planning application, regardless of size.  Villages with facilities such as schools etc are the only areas that would be considered for planning if there was no settlement boundary.  

Cllr. Phillips stated that a lot of effort had gone into the NHP to get to this stage and that the previous Chair indeed has put some his own money into its completion.  Cllr. Sampson felt that  it was not going to be sufficiently relevant upon its completion.   Proposed for its completion – Cllr. Johnson, seconded Cllr. Coombes – all but one in agreement. 

Council to review the total plan shortly.  

Clerk to advise the consultant.   

Regular details to go on to the PC website as to progress of NHP.  


  2024.56 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Cllr. Sturgess stated that he has clarified that he does not have a conflict of interests in that he flies from the Airfield and is  representative for this PC on airfield issues.  There are now two action groups one for Compton Abbas and one for Melbury Abbas.  Information 
being provided by the latter  concerning the airfield – Cllr. Sturgess believes is incorrect, and he has passed all the correspondence to the Airfield for their action.  An article in the recent SE magazine by the Melbury Abbas group under the name of Melbury Skywatch and Cllr. Sturgess is concerned to see “this call to arms.”  

The recent Airshow was overall a success and DC have to produce air safety information and road information for future use.

There has been a change of management at the Airfield and Cllr. Sturgess has not heard from them.  

Landing and parking fees have risen at the Airfield and therefore planes are  transferring to Henstridge.  Cllr. Sturgess has been looking at the Section 106s for the Airfield and that they need a legal viewing.   Airfield Consultation Meeting later this month that Cllr. Sturgess will attend.  

Chairman said he  will write something for the next SE pointing out that Cllr. Sturgess is impartial and is therefore able to represent the Parish on issues dealing with the Airfield.  

           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

Cllr. Johnson advised that the social events at the Village Hall and progressing well.  A new bottle washer will have to be purchased and he will obtain a price for this – possible that the PC might help with some monies.  
	
2024.57  COMMUNICATIONS

Letter received concerning a neighbour’s hedge – Clerk  to  obtain advice from DAPTC.

VE Celebrations 2024 – Cllr. Johnson to discuss with Millennium Group.  

2024.58	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Budget
Environmental Scheme Shaftesbury
VE Celebrations
			
2024.59	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Bi- monthly Parish Council Meeting 4th December

Meeting closed 9.30 p.m.
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